Basic Detail Report

Natural trumpet, D

Date
1720 ca.

Primary Maker
Johann Wilhelm Haas

Description

Solid silver; garland, bell in area of inscription and on the
inside, ferrules, and ball gold-plated; garland with scallop-
shell decoration on upper edge, floral engravings, and
applied castings depicting arms and armor, flags,
trumpets, drums and kettle drums; cast ball with arms
and armors, trumpets and drums; Nuremberg rim,
impressed wire with floral dots and tendrils; helical fluting
ferrules. This trumpet tells two conflicting tales that can
only partially be reconciled: The dedication inscription to
Eberhardine von Spiegel zum Desenberg on the bell with
the date 1765 suggests that the instrument was made by
Ernst Johann Conrad Haas (1723-1792), but the master's

mark on the garland indicates that it was made by his grandfather Johann Wilhelm Haas (1649-1723). The

shape of the Nuremberg hallmark stamp, used on this trumpet, is recorded between 1716 and 1734,

confirming an earlier date. Eberhardine Dorothea von Neipperg married the military commander Carl

Ludwig von Spiegel zum Desenberg in 1720, and it has been suggested that this trumpet may have been

made for their wedding. The engraving style of the dedication with the date 1765 is of higher quality than

that of the signature and master's mark, and it is unlikely that the two inscriptions were done by the same

person. The dedication could therefore have been added later by a professional engraver to a preexisting

trumpet.

Dimensions

Bore diameter (initial, minimum): 12.2 mm, 10 mm Bell diameter: 122-123 mm
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