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Trumpet, F

Date
1869

Primary Maker
Adolphe Sax

Description
Silver-plated brass, partially gold-plated, triple loop, fixed 
leadpipe and detachable horizontal bell, tuning slide at 
first loop, six independent Périnet valves ascending in 
semitone steps (first valve shortest tubing, no valve 
longest tubing), valves 1–3 horizontal, valves 4–6 vertical, 
bottom-sprung, alignment by one key on brass pistons, 
valve casing with channel, no hole in bottom valve caps, 
windway passes through each valve twice 1-2-3-4-5-6 and 
returning 6-5-4-3-2-1. The six valves of this trumpet are 
always used independently, never in combination. 
Inspired by the seven slide positions of a trombone, the 
first valve (like the first slide position) provides the 
shortest tube length and determines the nominal pitch of 

the instrument. The longest tubing (corresponding with the seventh position of a trombone) is gained 
when no valve is actuated. The engraved monogram on the bell, AF below the five pearl crown, refers to 
Comte Adhémar de Foucault (1819–1891). After an active military career from 1831 until 1880, Comte 
Charles Jean Louis Adhémar de Foucault entertained one of the finest private brass orchestras in France at 
Château de la Bussière, Anjou, having a special interest in unusual instruments. All instruments from 
Foucault’s collection are engraved with his coat of arms and his initials. Foucault's collection was auctioned 
at Hôtel Drouot in Paris on November 18, 1992.

Dimensions
Height: ca. 470 mm Tube length (lengths first to sixth valves, followed by open instrument): 1739 mm, 
1848 mm, 1984 mm, 2127 mm, 2265 mm, 2405 mm, 2550 mm Bore diameter (initial, minimum, tuning 
slide, valve slides): 11 mm, 10.1 mm, 11.2–11.3 mm, 11.3 mm Bell diameter: 118 mm


